
West Coast of the P.N.W. is in 
bloom in June- but not all hard-
ies are. On the Northwest 
Fuchsia Society’s Hardy List, 
www.nwfuchsiasociety.com
we list hundreds of hardies that 
have been tested for at least 3 
years in our area. These ‘true’ 
hardies are the stars of the 
garden, so we attach a star * to 
their name.
 Others on the list have no 
mark, meaning that in really 
cold winters, some mulch is 
needed. (It’s best to mulch any-
way to retain moisture.) They 
might also have no mark be-
cause no grower has indicated 
otherwise. There might be 
some stars in this group.
Then there are those with a 
plus sign + indicating that they 
need extra protection and only 
grow well in areas that rarely 
freeze. In general, they are best 
in containers to be brought in 
for winter. The truly hardy 
fuchsias * have their basis in a 
Chiléan species named           
F. magellanica that grows wild 
all the way down to the Straits 
of Magellan. They are herba-
ceous here, about 5-7’ tall and 
loaded with single red over 
purple eardrops. There is also a 
color mutation- a lovely one-
called F. magellanica ‘Alba’ 
from the island of Chiloé. 

A t the Northwest Fuchsia 
Society we call the winter 
hardy fuchsias the Pacific 
Northwest’s Best-Kept
Landscaping Secret. There 
are still so many gardeners 
that are not aware of the 
hardy fuchsias’ charms.
Truly hardy fuchsias on the 
West Coast of the P.N.W. 
have several excellent quali-
ties:

1. They bloom from June 
to a freeze . After warm 
winters, that can be May, but 
usually they are in bloom in 
June. After a warm fall, they 
can be blooming at Christ-
mas. While other flowers 
bloom and fade, they maintain 
the ‘color spots’ in the gar-
den.
2. They are so easy to 
maintain . Once established 
(2nd year), they are cut back 
in spring to encourage
new growth. The choice is 
first, to just cut out the dead 
wood if the gardener wants a 

tall plant. The other
choice, for a fuller plant, is to 
cut the stems back to 2 or 3”. 
On some, a large pruner will 
be necessary.
(It often boils down to, cut as 
far back as you can or haul 
out the chain saw.)
3. Watering can be done 
deeply once a week for the 
established plants. They do 
like moisture, but they are 
surprisingly drought resistant. 
Some can take 2 weeks with 
no water, depending on the 
temperature. They don’t like 
it and don’t grow as well, but 
while the owner is on vaca-
tion, they don’t die.
4. If the bloom lessens, they 
can be fed with a time-
released, well-balanced 
fertilizer . They do like
nutrients to be at their best.
5. Gardeners won’t need to 
replant hardy fuchsias. They 
are long-lived, the oldest 
known one being 100+
years old.
A truly hardy fuchsia on the 

A ‘Color Spot’ For Your Garden!

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E :

Up Coming 

Speakers
2

Maggie 

Says...
2

 New Peren-

nial Garden
2

 Fuchsias 

cont.
3

Calendar of 

Events and 

Classes

3

Thanks a 

Bunch 

Marianne!

4

LAKE WILDERNESS

ARBORETUM
B r a n c h i n g  O u t

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :

�x�� Fuchsias 

that survive 

winter !

�x�� Our new 

garden!

�x�� What to do 

in the gar-

den now!

�x�� Calendar of 

events and 

classes!

�x�� Ciscoe Mor-

ris and 

Marion 

Owen!

Salli Dahl

Cont. pg 3

Below “Garden News”

Left “ Genii”



P A G E  2

Maggie Says...

NewPerennialGarden

Ciscoe Ciscoe Morris and MarionOwen
The ever-enthusiastic Ciscoe 
Morris discusses, “Ciscoe’s Favor-
ites including Spectacular Plants that 
Hummingbirds Find Irresistible.” Cis-
coe will talk about plants that are 
so cool, no garden should be with-
out them, and discuss growing tips 
to keep them looking great. The 
slide show presentation will fea-
ture many drought tolerant plants, 
including many guaranteed to at-
tract hummingbirds. The Lake 
Wilderness Arboretum will be 
putting on a water wise plant dis-
play at the seminar plus they will 
be providing wonderful door 
prizes. The Covington Water Dis-
trict and The Lake Wilderness 
Arboretum present this free fun 

garden seminar to be held Tuesday 
April 3rd, from 7pm to 8:30 pm 
at  Tahoma Middle School, 
24425 SE 216th St. Maple Val-
ley.  Registration is  required.            

             W hether your 
garden plot is a postage stamp, bal-
cony or half-acre, growing your own 
vegetables, herbs and flowers is a 
joy and freedom that everyone 
should experience at least once in a 
lifetime. Drawing on practical, funny 
(the bear is in the carrots again!) 
and tried-and-true techniques, or-
ganic gardener and teacher, Marion 
Owen of Kodiak, Alaska will share 
how organic gardening is not only 
easy, it saves you time, money and 
resources. The free  garden semi-

nar, “Organic Gardening That Makes 
Cents” will be held April 19 th,   7 
pm to 8:30 pm at Tahoma 
Middle School, 24425 SE 216th 
ST Maple Valley.  The Big Dip-
per Farm of Black Diamond will 
be putting on a water wise plant 
display at the seminar plus they will 
be providing wonderful door 
prizes. Registration is required for 
both seminars. Register at:                                                                     

Info@LakeWildernessArboretum.org       
or call 253-631-0565 Ex 170

to over 100 hardy fuch-
sias and peonies, which 
will bloom from May 
through October.  Other 
material that is included 
in the design are speci-
men conifers, white 
viburnums and magno-
lias.   We hope to even-

Volunteers for the Arbore-
tum have spent over 300 
hours working to move 
plant material from Senko 
Park in Lakewood to the 
front of the nursery to cre-
ate a perennial border.  
The border was designed 
by Judy Nash and is home 

tually add a flagstone pa-
vilion as a gathering place 
with benches as a finishing 
touch at the front entry 
gate to the nursery.  
Thank you volunteers 
for making this project a 
reality!

too. I start pruning my roses 
mid-March, after the hard 
frosts are over, hardy fuchsias 
can be pruned now too. Lawns 
can be fertilized and over-
seeded, even though I ignore 
mine and cool weather crops 
can be started or transplanted. 
Patience at this time is good, it 
still gets too cold for many 
plants. I start many vegetables 
and flower seeds in an un-
heated greenhouse, they only 
seem to need protection from 

the cold. Heat loving plants like 
tomatoes and basil need to wait 
until late May or early June to go 
in the ground. We can still move 
plants around, to fit in the new 
ones, of course! I decided to 
make this the year of the garden 
at my house, just once, I want it 
to be great! 

Maggie  is a Master Gardener . Send 
your questions to Maggie at-
Info@LakeWildernessArboretum.org

  Spring! My first clue is the 
new foliage slowly emerging, my 
second clue is the slugs feasting on 
the new growth of their favorite 
plants. Of course, they are my 
favorites too. Baiting early will help 
diminish a few generations. In talk-
ing with people, we have found 
that the pet safe baits, which work 
well, are also very tasty to birds 
and bunnies. It doesn't hurt them, 
but it is expensive feed. So hide it 
under leaves or bait stations, so 
our slugs friends can have some 

B  R  A  N  C  H  I  N  G   O  U  T

“Cool weather 
crops can be started 
or transplanted.”

Top, Ciscoe Morris 
Below, Marion Owen

Patty Davis

New perennials!



both seminars. Register at:                                                                     
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March
1- TWIGS 9am-12

3- Rhododendron University 9am-12

7- Branches  9am-12

8- TWIGS 9am-12

14- Branches 9am-12

15-TWIGS 9am-12

15-Ed Hume ( MV Community Center)

17-Rhododendron University 9am-12

21- Branches 9am-12

22- TWIGS 9am-12

28- Branches 9am-12

begins in spring. giving time for 
the plant to develop a strong 
root system to ward off win-
ter’s cold. If planted in the bot-
tom of a dish-shaped hole, the 
soil fills in as the plant grows, 
providing more warmth. At our 
northern latitude, hardies will 
grow into a ball of bloom if
they are in full sun. ½ day of 
sun is a minimum—most will 
reach for more light.
Whether fuchsia hardies are 
used as specimen plants among 
gardeners’ favorite companions, 
in groups for a color blast, or as 
a hedge, they provide constant 
color in parts of a garden that 
can look dismal after other 
blossoms fade. In fall, they go 
berserk, loving the P.N.W.’s 
cool, moist climate. Now you 
know the secret. It’s a secret 
you won’t want to keep.
Salli Dahl, Northwest Fuchsia 
Society
dahlhaus@myhome.net

The Northwest Fuchsia Society is the 
umbrella groups for some 13 local 
societies in Washington and Oregon 

with special groups in fuchsia lore and 
species and affiliates from British Columbia 
to California. 
www.nwfuchsiasociety.com

 It has delicate, light pink blos-
soms. From this species, hun-
dreds of hybrids have been cre-
ated since the mid-1800’s. They 
share these characteristics:
· The sepals are longer than the 
tube.
· They have long stamens and 
pistil.
· They are often shades of red 
over purple, all red or light pink 
or combinations of these col-
ors, but not orange which indi-
cates parentage from tropical 
South America. Some of hybrids 
today are far down the line 
from the original species, and 
that gives us many choices:
slender or fat blossoms, some 
of which even have double co-
rollas, white to dark red-purple 
combinations of colors, and all 
plant sizes- S, M, L, & XL. Foli-
age can be variegated, gold or 
reddish as well as all shades of 
green. The doubles do take 
longer to bloom because of 
their size, but they are showy 
and worth waiting for.
Landscaping with hardy fuchsias 

Hardy Fuchsia cont.

April
3-Ciscoe Morris (Tahoma Middle School)

4- Branches 9am-12

5- TWIGS 9am-12

11- Branches

12- TWIGS 9am-12

18- Branches 9am-12

19- TWIGS 9am-12

19- Marion Owen (Tahoma Middle School)

25- Branches 9am-12

26- TWIGS 9am-12

L.W. Arboretum Plant Sale May 11&12

Above clockwise, “F. Magellanica Alba”

“Surprise” and “Dancing Stars”



yard. Images of dump trucks lined up 

in the street creep into my brain; my 

back is already starting to ache. 

Marianne ... please STOP THE IN-

SANITY. 

Its not that I’m being totally selfish in 

my desire to have Marianne back 

off. I’m trying to be considerate to Chris 

as well. On Tuesdays (my golf day) 

Chris can now mow the yard in a jiff. 

With a pocket garden and other Binetti-

inspired projects, I’m afraid she will be 

faced with carefully mowing around 

obstacles, as well as feeding, weeding, 

and otherwise nurturing plants whose 

names I cannot pronounce. When will 

she find time to fix supper? So 

Marianne, think about my wife!

I understand that Marianne will be at 

Thursday night – time to turn up the 

volume on CSI. Chris (my enthusiastic 

gardening wife) will soon be back from 

Marianne Binetti’s “Gardening 101” 

class and I need to put shields up. This 

only works for a while though, because 

eventually the ads come on and I will 

get to hear about yet another dozen 

different ways to rearrange my carefully 

ordered world. Not that all of these 

ideas are bad, mind you. It’s just that 

I’m mentally seeing my “to-do” list grow 

as pocket gardens are planned and re-

planned for the back yard. 

Next morning while reading yet another 

article about Rex Grossman (no, he is 

not Cisco’s assistant, he’s the quarter-

back for Da Bears), I am picking some-

thing up about ordering dirt for the back-

the Hellebore Tea. The Hellebore Tea 

- you know, that strange event where 

females get together, exchange se-

cret hand shakes and wear ridiculous 

hats. Nothing personal, but anyone 

south and east of Bellevue knows that 

there is only one kind of hat and the 

only variation is whether you wear the 

bill in front or in back. Anyway, 

Marianne, if you are there, please 

know that things aren’t so bad. Sure, I 

suffered some mental anguish, and 

Chris may have pulled a muscle or 

two, but in the end you really did 

make our home a better place –

thanks. 

E-mail: Info@LakeWildernessArboretum.org

Website: www.LakeWildernessArboretum.org

Located adjacent to 

the Lake Wilderness 

Park at 22520 SE 

248th St. in Maple 

Valley WA. 

Phone:

425-413-2572

Lake Wilderness Arboretum

A forty-acre arboretum which has groomed trails for 

walking, jogging and bicycling through a beautiful natural 

forest. The Arboretum also contains formal gardens fea-

turing the Smith-Mossman Garden, the largest public col-

lection of wild-collected Western Azaleas in the world, 

blooming April thru June. We offer many workshops and 

seminars throughout the year. The Arboretum is open, 

free to the public, from dawn until dusk. 

Thanks a Bunch Marianne! 
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